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Area Economic Well-Being 
 
While it is sometimes difficult to accurately 
measure area economic well-being or prosperity, 
a number of indicators are commonly used to 
gauge the quality of economic life in an area.  

The most common measure used is per capita 
income, or total personal income per person.  
Figure 21 shows per capita income levels for 
Madison and Beaverhead Counties over the 
period from 1980 to 2000, with figures in 1996 
inflation-adjusted dollars

. 

Fig. 21: Per Capita Income in Madison & Beaverhead Cos.
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Per capita income in the year 2000 was $17,832 
in Madison County as compared to $19,154 in 
Beaverhead County.  Across the United States 
per capita income levels tend to be 
systematically higher in urban areas as 
compared to rural areas and systematically 
higher from one urban area to the next in going 
from smaller cities to larger ones.  In the 28 
BLM peer counties, per capita income was 
$18,755 in 2000.  So, using this as a norm, per 
capita income in Madison County is 
considerably below the norm, while per capita 
income in Beaverhead County is above the 
norm. 
 
Per capita income growth in both counties has 
been generally steady.  For Madison County, per 
capita income rose from $14,131 in 1980 to 
$15,620 in 1990, and to $16,327 in 1997, before 
reaching $17,832 in 2000.  For Beaverhead 
County, per capita income rose from $14,432 in 
1980 to $17,365 in 1990, and to $18,046 in 

1997, before reaching $19,154 in 2000.  Per 
capita income in the 28 BLM peer counties was 
$15,870 in 1980, considerably higher than 
income levels in both Madison and Beaverhead 
Counties at the time.  So, per capita income 
levels have consistently trailed levels in these 
peer areas over the entire period in Madison 
County, while per capita income in Beaverhead 
County, once below the norm for these peers, 
now exceeds the norm.  For comparison 
purposes, per capita income statewide in 
Montana in 2000 was $20,471.  Nationwide per 
capita income was $26,790, again, both in 1996 
dollars.  So, while per capita income is 
increasing in both Madison and Beaverhead 
Counties over time, levels remain below the 
norm statewide and well below the national 
norm, which heavily reflects income levels in 
major metropolitan areas of the country and not 
counties like these. 
 


